Forest Genetic Resources Trust

5 December 2014
Charles Harper, University College Dublin

Sweet chestnut

Thanks to
Ellen Parkinson, Jo Clark, Eugene Hendrick




Sweet chestnutastaneasativa)

WCI a0 3INP g hay@dd>(Oak ¥C & B migaly¥arl) | |

Timber is similar to oak, not as strong, lighter & easier to wol | | |
Used for carpentry, joinery and furniture.
Natural durability, high in tannins, suited to cladding and fenc
Coppiced on 1216 year rotations to produce poles. it

Issues 1
Straight grain when young but this spirals in older trees, pror; | @ §
to shake A TRV
Susceptible to frost, fungal diseases, squirrel & deer damage ' b i

Area
460 ha in 2012 NFI, 480 ha in 2017. 37:1 oak
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Distribution

AMost stands of sweet chestnut are
In the southeast and part of Colllte
forest.

AMap shows distribution recorded
by the National Biodiversity Data
Centre
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Citation: National Biodiversity Data Centre, Ireland, Sweet Chestnut (Castanea sativa), image, accessed 04 December 2024,
<https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Species/Terrestrial DistributionMapPrintSize/40431>



Sweet chestnutastaneasativa)

Sweet Chestnut Group formed in UK 1999 as part of the
British and Irish Hardwoods Improvement Programme, BE

Main Aims
Improve the quality of trees in Britain and Ireland
A Conserve genetic variety

A Improve timber yield and markets

A Insure against future threats

Much of the chestnut improvement activities now in Irelarjgsss
were initiated by the BIHIP and later the Future Trees Truge:

The chestnut seed orchard in county Waterford was plant y
In 2016 as part of a DAFM funded project with trees

Ted Horgan formerly of Coillte next to one of the

prOVIded by FTT plus trees near Carrick @uir
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Map of clonal seed orchard, Kilmacthomas, 2022

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 1
a 38 127 186 61 28 157 2 19 40 169 162 62 206 147

43 16 73 200 122 32 163 180 7 190 87 _ 19 16

2 1n 54 160 29 187 68 188 77 78 12 97 139 a1

a1 140 153 95 52 57 192 - 179 208 69 - 82

40 4 104 141 55 143 22 177 79 6 120 181

39 174 | 158 60 2 175 149 59 191 108 31 - - Dead

38 146 10 43 183 20 % s 1ss 13 s 12 25 Seed Orchard 2 ha
37 171 92 26 145 107 5 ] 124 38 125 12 85 Recently planted 1 "
36 185 | 167 39 165 151 36 202 51 67 137 102 9 99 201

35 152 176 75 8 50 18 17 70 128 138 a2 18 182 Good vigour & flowering

34 136 106 | 130 117 66 203 86 158 197 a6 12 4 133 173

33 27 &4 1 78 35 119 88 199 - 168 89 33 101 129

32 198 15 21 105 142 139 188 10 80 58 93 98 116 5 m b etwe e n rOWS
31 148 53 170 30 74 81 166 14 121 37 183 7% 3 135 d 3 - h .

30 109 23 63 131 100 195 56 111 194 205 %0 93 117 a-n m WI t I n rOWS
29 145 37 o4 32 106 171 82 o8 12 141 a1 betwee n trees

28 126 198 174 110 19 e 50 a1 163 139 | 124

27 87 80 12 175 85 172 27 149 79 28 146

26 46 107 33 11 119 128 70 12 185 56 201

25 197 20 130 115 a8 35 140 60 57 a0 24

24 62 14 97 184 - 138 | 157 156 43 200 | &7 160

23 %0 168 7 158 %6 206 39 132 193 1 99 9% 152

22 69 89 166 139 =4 29 187 51 122 16 %2 100 58 177

21 65 142 18 2 202 a 205 13 144 120 203 2 83 170

20 102 | 13 101 55 1 1% a5 191 59 16 176 36 178

19 ) 17 5 194 161 167 123 200 133 8 42 6 105 169

18 135 186 182 61 15 162 30 147 134 38 173 6

17 52 137 188 &8 79 a4 14 8 129 181

16 190 | 109 38 73 78 76 2 143 131 77 23 75 121

15 127 199 154 85 - 25 188 148 47 108 s 18 165 104

1 31 o3 200 | 101 s8 127 173 19 &7 187 35 52 60

13 149 a2 59 78 63 a 80 95 143 32 133 199 | 138 84

12 166 | 19 57 165 119 68 - 2 11 40 152 195 | 174

11 36 &5 172 180 9 162 153 17 37 176 126 203 189

10 128 | 147 24 198 41 106 12 141 81 50 10 79 28 148

9 123 53 151 a3 160 44 139 206 150 107 204 = 168 - 33

8 69 97 1 120 132 14 100 48 64 15 146 2 140 7

7 122 - 16 102 | 175 20 156 124 sa 3 77 1 13 177

6 157 137 8 66 186 25 161 121 18 - 11 179 108 144

5 89 1 194 134 39 142 58 114 30 188 | 115 34

2 135 99 96 29 131 6 197 158 112 193 %0 18 178

3 5 200 82 62 185 27 182 22 85 118 136 154 46 110

2 109 15 132 70 163 125 61 a7 78 51 76 87 2

1 a5 23 201 55 88 170 16 38 183 205 %2 86 130 105




Seed Collectic

One forest nursery, None s

Hardy collected seed for tw




