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Sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa)

ΨCŀǎǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΩΣ ¸/ ƻŦ у Ƴ3ha-1year-1  (Oak YC of 3 -5 m3ha-1year-1)
Timber is similar to oak, not as strong, lighter & easier to work. 
Used for carpentry, joinery and furniture. 
Natural durability, high in tannins, suited to cladding and fencing
Coppiced on 12 -16 year rotations to produce poles.  

Issues 
Straight grain when young but this spirals in older trees, prone 
to shake
Susceptible to frost, fungal diseases, squirrel & deer damage

Area
460 ha in 2012 NFI, 480 ha in 2017. 37:1 oak



Distribution

ÅMost stands of sweet chestnut are 
in the south-east and part of Coillte 
forest. 

ÅMap shows distribution recorded 
by the National Biodiversity Data 
Centre

ÅRed square = 15 or more records in 
a 10km grid



Sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa)

Sweet Chestnut Group formed in UK 1999 as part of the 
British and Irish Hardwoods Improvement Programme, BHIP 

Main Aims
Improve the quality of trees in Britain and Ireland
Å Conserve genetic variety
Å Improve timber yield and markets
Å Insure against future threats 

Much of the chestnut improvement activities now in Ireland 
were initiated by the BIHIP and later the Future Trees Trust

The chestnut seed orchard in county Waterford was planted 
in 2016 as part of a DAFM funded project with trees 
provided by FTT

Ted Horgan formerly of Coillte next to one of the 
plus trees near Carrick on Suir



CSO 2017





CSO June 2022



Seed orchard, 2 ha. 

5m between rows 
and 3m within rows 
between trees

Map of clonal seed orchard, Kilmacthomas, 2022



Seed Collection 

One forest nursery, None so 
Hardy collected seed for two 
years, 2022 & 2023 (?) but viable 
seed count/ germination was 
low  


